
Didmarton Parish Council

Parish Council Meetin g 12rn December 2023

Minutes
Meeting c*mmenced at 7.37prn

Attendees; CouncillrrsJ" Pearce {Chairrnan}, A. fiarbyshire, J. Hammcnd, l-i. Turner, l-.1. White,
County Cllr. 5. Hirst, District Cllr. T. Slater, Mr 5. Hale iCierk).

LJ"19X

73.ZgE

23.3CICI

23.301

23.342

23"303

?,3.303" 1

23.303.2
l? ?nf x

23"303.4

23.303.5

23"303.6

Apologies received and accepted from Cllr. Hewlett & Cllr. Rogers.

Nr declarations of interest.

lVlinutes of the rneeting heid on LOth October 2023 were approved and signed.

No report frorn Glr'lucestershire County Councillor. 5. t-iirst. t-lolly Bush Lane resurfacing requirement
was discussecl with Clir" i-iirst. Clerk to emaii details.

Report fronr Cotswold District Cr:unciilor" 'L Slater circulated and pasted on the website.

Finance.

Online banking update, Cllr White is a delegate and is to hre upgraded to signatary as previously agreed.
Council resolved to ratify the additiori r:f the clerk as a filll power signatory for administration.
Council resoived to ratify an interim 'email payrnent authorisatiofi process' from 2 signatcries whilst
online hanking issues are deait with.
Cllr. Rr:gers is a signatory. To be requested to apply for online banking aceess.

Council noted the first completion of the new internal controis and bank reconciliation process by Cilr.

Darbyshire. The system was felt to be sinrple, fimely, cpen and transparent and will ccnt!nue .

Bank reconeiliation as at 6th Deeember 2023

0PEf\ilNG SALANCE l"urApril 2023

TCITAL iITCOME TC DATT

L[Ss TOTAL EXPENDITURE TCI NATI

FUND BALANCT

LTOYDS TRTAsU RERs ACCOU NT

23"303.7 Council notecj and ratify payments and receipt.

815,972"54.

813,55q.07

f 5,3U"62
€7"4,373"99

f24,373.99

llet Gross

2CI23" 11.21

5LCC Enterprises (CAB reference book) Reference book [141.00 tl-4r.6u

HugoFox Limited Wehsite hosting f 101.90 t"122.28

Hathaway Gardenscapes Village Maintenance f338.S0 €0.00 f338.CIO

Hathaway Garrlenscapes Village Maintenance €338.00 LU.UU €338.Oil

hlathaway Gardenscapes ViIiag* lt/laint*nanc* tr338.00 f0.00 f338.S0

First Reseue Training {Defib Warehouse}

- EXTRA €5.20 as BHF out of stnck 2 sets of defib pads
€121.CICI f 145.20

2023.11,"79 Hathaway Gardenscapes Viiiage Viaintenance f338.OCI f405"60

L

2023.09"21 RECEIPT second precept lnstalment f 3,208.*0

VAT

r0.8s

f 20.38

f?4.20

f"67.6A

W



Did rna rton Pa rish Cou ncil

23.303.8

23343.9
23.303.10

7-3"303" 11

23.303.12

23.303.r"3

Council resclved tc ratify and i:ackdate the national pay award c:t f 1.0il per hour.

N*ted PATA PayrolI have been app*inteclas payroll provider"

Noted Didmarton Parish Ccuncll has been register*d as an empioy*rwith HlviRC, and a Governrxent

Gateway Accourit has been created for PAYE.

Resolved tc appoint GAPTC as a c*rnpetent and indepenclent internal auditor, Fees a:"e [L80 plus *ny
rniieage incurred.

GAPTC ar* running "ldew CsLrnciilon Toolkit Training" @i [35.00 iincrease to t45 from April). Resolved

ta authorise p;]yrfi€nt for attendance by Cllrs. White, Turner, Darbyshire and Hewlett if desired.

Village Maintenance C0ntract
Ci:uncil was made aware of its r:ew iegal dufies to consider bir:diversity in everything they do. Also

considered rrere the issue *f responsibilities and duties of otlrers, r:ver and above services currently

being funded at pubiic expense by the parish council. A decision was talEen that when the current grass

cutting anrl village maintenance comes up f*r renewal in March the following changes will be rnade.

* Curr*ntly the parish councii pays for grass cl;ttirrg at 5t. Lawrences & St. [/lichael's rhurehyards. As legal

duty fr:r this task rests with th* Parnchial Church fr:uncil, the parish er:unci! will no longer take the lead

for ehurchyard grounds-keeping *r paying for the sar,'re. This respansibility will rest with the PCC.

* Chapel Walk - Council wili stiil control weeds along the path but hedgeraw responsibility will he passed

back tn the land-owner.
* Joyees Pool * although owned by the Sadrnint$n Estate, the parish couneil wil! cr:ntinue ts cut the grass

to maintain this as a cornmunity asset with the permission of the Estate.

c War Memorial- ilelain responsibility.

o Village signs * wash twice a year and keep free of vegetafion. Retain responsibility.

e Village Gateways - clean twice a year. Keep vegetafion ciear. Mcw to maintain visibility. Retain

responsibility
* Path ta petrol stati*n - keep clear *f overh*nging vegetation. Ret;iin responsibility.
r Lane opprsite entrance tr: Didmarton Manor - Strimming a path tspprox. 5 ft wide and then spraying.

6 firnes per year. Retain resp*nsibility.
r lb conrply with the new briodiuersity pcliey duty to which the parish cauncil must adhere, the number

c:f cuts wili be reduced fr*m 27 per year throughout tlre grouring season to 1"3 cuts per liear.
e lerk to communicate the agreed changes to ali affected parties.

23.303.14 Cit"CA - eouncil res*ived to approve payrflent for the Clerk's Certificate in l-ocai Council Administration
courss. Cost is € 450 for the course anrj f 247 for tuition and rnentoring.

23.303.L5 Sudget, Reserves & Frecept

Iidmartcln Parish Council Finances are in a healthy positiorr. At the end cf the current financial year, it is estirnated
that the c*uneiI ir-,ill hold approximately fi-9,51"3 irl reserves. Regerves Ehouid be distributrd amnngst identified
[armarked Reserves and a General Reserve" The Gerr*ra] Reserve is fE:r unforeseen rnatters and contingenci*s and

should be no more than 100% r:f the precepl. fteserves are eurrently alir:cated as fr:llaws far 20?3 - 2024.

r General Reserrre -

* Gateway Prcject -
o War hlernorial -

o Comnnunity Projects -

c Website -

r TOTAL RESER\/ES

g 6,936

f 2,sCI0

f, 1",00fi

f, 7,350

{ 100

E L7,986

a
z-

)



Didmarton Parish Council

Council discussed the reserves for next year's budgetary planning anci resolved io reclistribute as follows frr:m the start
of the new financial year,

Current fund balance as st Cth Deeember 2023 -

Predicted remaining spend for this financial year -

Esfimated reserves at the end *f 2023 - Z*74 will be -

r General Reserves

* Eiectir:ns

c Eefibriilator
. Repairs & Maint*nance
r Cr:mmunity & Village Prr:jects
r Total anticipated neserue

€.')_4,323

f, 4.,8i.0

e 1"9,51"3

f4.,663 {+ any residual moneY at year end)

€?_,CIO0

fl2,Oil0

fl3,500
c? 1trn

f19,513

2023 * 202ttr Budget and Precept {tsudgets & Hxpenditure Tahle at Appendix A}

The precept for 2CI23 * 7A24 was s€t at f l-2,835. The Cnuncil Tax Base was 195.9. This equated to a Sand 0 Council Tax,

annual precept demand ol

* f 1"2,835 precept, divided by the tax base of 196.9 = f65.1"8.

* This equates to a charge of f i-.25 per week

The current expenditure predir:tion tar 2A23 *?-A24 is f9,953. This is f"Z,&&Z less than the predicted budget so, along

with the amalgamation of the war mefflorial, gatewray project and wel:site reserves, this has created a separate repairs
and maintenance reserve for 2025 - ZAZ5.

Freeept Galculations 20?4 - 2025

The main source of income for th* parish council is the precept. Ceuncil rnay also receive an cccasional C*mmunity
Infrastructure Levy (Ci L) payrnent.

The budget far 7A74 - 2025 has been considered. lt was resoived to,

r ariopt the budget as in Appendix A. The estimated budget f*r 2*24 * 2025 is €1"2,835.

. set the precept demand at f 12,835 whieh matches that cf Zon / 2a24.

Th* annual precept demand on a Band D property when taking into account the slight Council Tax Base increase will
tle,

r f 17,835 / 199.2 = [ 54.44 which equates tr a total of L 1."74 pence p*r w*ek.
* This is a 0.896 decrease an 2A23 * 2AZ4 to keep the same precept. A 1 pence per uieek reduction"

23.304 Flanning Matters

There are no live planning applications and three app!ications have been dcclded upon since the iast meeting

Reference 23/032?5{TC0NR
r Validated Sun 15 Oct 2023
* Address 5t Michaels Church. The Street, Didmart*n, Badminton,Gloucestershire, 619 l-05.
* Proposal Various tree surgery works as listed on the application
e Status ilecided, Wed 1"5 Nov 207"3

Referenee 23/03X3CI/TC0NR
* Validate<i Thul CI5 CIct 2CI23

o Address F,4ancr i-i*use, The Street, Didmarton, B*dn.:inton, Glaueestershire, fiLg 1ilT.
e Proposal Tl" & TZ - Yew trees with one canopy to be reduced and shaped, reducticn of appr*x a third

3



Did ma rton Pa rish Cou ncil
a Status Eecided, Thu 09 frlov 2023

Referemee 23/0235ll?fONR
* Validated Thu 21 Sep 2023
o Address Stabie ei:*age, The Street, Sidrnarton, tsadminton, Gl*,;cestershire. GL9 LDR

o Proposal Ti- - Hornbeam. Reduce by 1-1.5m in height and spread as causing excessive shading in garden.

Gl" - Ornamental F*ar {x4}, Reduce by 2m in height and 0.5m sprear*. G2 - Silver Birch {xZi. Reduce by 2m in
heigl-it and lateral spread" Ihin canopy by 15% to all*w more light int* garden.

e Status fjerided, Tue ]-7 Cct 2023

e3.3*5
23.305" 3.

23.305.2

23.305"3

23.306
23.3fi6.1

23.3CI6.2

1J" JUO. J

23.3S7
1:j 2 n"7 1LJ.JWt.!

23.307.2

1? ?n.: 1

23.3*7"4

23.307.5

23.308

23.30$

Policies & Procedures
C*uncil revielverJ & resolved to readopi the Code of Conduct.

Council considered & resolved tr: adopt a Biodiuersity Policy.

Councii agreed nreeting schedule based on th* first Tuesday in {2A241 Feh, April (if required}, May"

then every 2 nrsnths tirereafter. 7.30pm Eidmantan Village Hall" ThiE may be subject to advertised
change if necessary.

Assets

Ass*t register * Clerk and Cllr. l{*mmond have consiciered vari*us asEets throughout the parish for
inclr-rsi*n orr an Asset R*gister as nequired by legislation. fllerk to h,r'ing, with proposals, to th* meelin6

in February. Clerk to contact *adminton Estate to forrnalise responsibilities at Joyce's P*ol.

CIefihrillatsr - Two new pad sets harre been obtained. One set is fitted tfi the defibrillator. Fossil:le
problern with cabinet heater which is being monit*red.
GCC owned, damaged Vehicl* Activatad Speed S!gn. Following interventir:n bry Cllr. Hamrnond, n*w
VAS signs have been instailed by GCC Highways at both ends of the village at nr: expense to the parish

c*uncil. Clerk to research costs & email Ci:unty Councillon Hirst to ask about funding for a portable VAS

speed sign

$ther rmatters

C!erk cpnfirmed that council insurance eovers Empl*yers Liability insurance to f5 million.
Tels*y Surgery update was eirculated by th* cl*rk and has beer"l cireulated *n the news section on the
wehsite"
The nevv parish councilwebsite ir up and running inc!uding the news sectirn. P*rishioners chould be

encouraged tc sign-up f*r newg updates. Clerk to sui:mit an article for the ilydrii tr: advertise the neior

wet:site, encourage parishioners to sign up f*r the NtWS updates and how to report Highways faults
through the new Fi.x-f'ly-Stre*t app CIr wetrsite.
fi-Day C*rnmemnratian prop*sals - As time was pressing during the rnee{ing, Cllr" White gave a brief
overviev',, of some p*ssible opti*ns to eommemorate D-Day. it was decided that there should be sor*e
c*mmunity *rigagernent regardirrg any event" Cilr's White, Turner and Hewlett to form a w*rking party
ter liais* with Badn:inton Estate, the DCC and local parishioners and bring prcposals to the next meeting
for consideration"
Youth footbail nets - Cllr. D*rbyshire bnought a proposa| f*r youth sized focthall nets 1 goals. Purcha:e
prices had been compared across the inte rnet f*r the L:est deal and obtaineej a current inter"net price

of f267"63 for a rnatching pair of nets from newyr*rldsp*rts.co.uk" C*:uneil resolved to approve the
expenditure. lt was further res*lved that the cierk should appiy for a Lioyds debit card to assist in

making purchases such as tlris from internet sites.

Matters erising I AS* * Cllr. \Shite to oL:tain qilotes t* replace for the two, plinth mounted benches

at Jnyce's pool fcr cnnsideration at the next meeting.

[ltrext Meeting * ?.3CIpm Tuesday 6*' FebruarV 2fi24.
Me*ting coneluded at $.35 prn.
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